
AA lthough emergency preparedness and

response are primarily state and local respon-

sibilities, when a disaster exceeds a state or city’s

capabilities, the Corps can provide invaluable

assistance. Corps personnel also can assist state

and local agencies in preparing and planning for

disasters. 

The Corps can provide many different types of

assistance under the Flood Control and Coastal

Emergency Act (Public Law 84-99), the National

Emergency Preparedness Program (NEPP) and the

Federal Response Plan.

Flood Control and Coastal
Emergency Act

The U.S. Congress has granted the Corps spe-

cific authority under Public Law 84-99 to respond

to disasters caused by hurricanes, floods and

droughts. This law authorizes the Corps to provide

disaster preparedness services and advanced

planning measures designed to reduce the amount

of damage caused by an impending disaster.

Activities include:

• Strengthening structures, constructing tem-

porary levees to protect life and property, and

clearing and dredging channels.

• Conducting emergency operations including

flood fighting, rescue, and emergency relief

activities, such as providing sandbags,

polyethylene sheeting, lumber and rocks for

stabilization. 

• Rehabilitating eligible flood control works

threatened or destroyed by a flood, including

emergency repairs to levees.

• Repairing federally authorized shore protec-

tion works threatened or damaged by coastal

storms.

• Providing emergency supplies of clean water

during droughts or if water supply is contami-

nated.

• Constructing temporary facilities and making

repairs to essential public facilities for 10

days immediately following a flood, upon the

request of the governor and prior to a

Presidential Disaster Declaration.

National Emergency Preparedness
Program (NEPP)

Under NEPP, the Corps and other Federal part-

ners develop plans and conduct catastrophic dis-

aster response exercises.  Through the program,

emergency responders plan how to deal with

worst-case catastrophic disaster situations

including earthquakes, hurricanes, chemical, bio-

logical, radiological and nuclear disasters. 

EMInsert.final  2/6/03  9:43 AM  Page 1



Federal Response Plan (FRP)

The Corps is most often activated under

the Federal Response Plan (FRP), which is author-

ized by the Robert T. Stafford Disaster

Relief and Emergency Assistance Act of

1974. Under FRP, the Corps acts as the

lead agency for Public Works and

Engineering. The Corps can be requested

to provide the following assistance on a

temporary basis: 

• Emergency services, including sup-

plying potable water, removing

debris, conducting urban search and

rescue and providing emergency

electrical power and ice.

• Technical advice and evaluations,

including structural analysis.

• Construction management and

inspection.

• Emergency contracting.

• Emergency repair of public infra-

structure and facilities such as water

supply sources.

• Real estate support.

In carrying out these duties, the Corps draws

on the help of its eight divisions, 41 districts and

an array of labs and research centers around

the country.

Planning and Response Teams (PRTs)

The Corps has 43 Planning and Response

Teams (PRTs) stationed around the country to

facilitate a rapid response to any disaster.

These include:

• 7 ice teams

• 7 water teams

• 8 emergency power

teams

• 7 debris removal teams

• 5 temporary housing

teams

• 1 emergency access

team

• 4 temporary roofing

teams

• 4 structural safety

assessment teams

In, addition, the Corps

also manages a Deployable

Tactical Operations System

(DTOS), which includes a

national fleet of rapid

response vehicles that are

designed to deploy within

18 hours as field offices for

the PRTs.  The DTOS

includes:

• 3 Deployable Tactical

Operations Centers

• 6 Rapid Response

Vehicles

• 2 Air Transportable Containerized Tactical

Operations Centers with “fly-away kits” in

carrying cases which include a laptop

computer, global positioning equipment, 2

high-frequency radios, a satellite telephone

and digital camera.

For more information about the Corps

emergency management program, contact

(202)761-4602 or visit www.CorpResults.us.
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